Elke Geising

Nala — Partners Highlights 2008

Remember The Sisters of Africa’, South Africa’s women
beach volleyball team who made it to the Olympicéthens

in 20047 Julia Willand who | met when 1 first cateeSouth
Africa has since started her own business. Shesigeessful
entrepreneur with four employees. She also futfilleer
dream of motherhood after the Olympics with Lukasl a
Annalina. Her husband is a partner in her businddsa has
been a good friend, a Nala — Partners board member,
providing unwavering support. Leigh-Ann her teanrtper

has undertaken a management career in a largessport
organization and now lives in Joburg.

Six years later, Charlotte fromNomthunzi

Township Tours still offers walking tours through
Masiphumelele to visitors from all over the world.
Charlotte early on decided to remain a sole
proprietor, working on her own and linking with
tour operators in the Region and Internationally.
This year, her 21 year old son died of Lymphoma.
We helped to organize his funeral. It was very sad.

In September Hilde Belardi, our German board

member took a group of friends on Charlotte’s tad commented: ‘Much has changed
in Masi for the better’.

Three years ago, Nala — Partners friends and
donors offered funding to the members
Sinethembato complete a pottery ‘learn and earg

program and also providing business developnmisses

mentoring. The group struggled for a whil¥
making just enough to life day by day. This ye«;’

is written up in magazines as an entreprene '8
success story, consisting of a group of five g™ .=
their manager. We are so pleased that this oneeslalat well.

Nkosinathi, the farming co-operative in Cala, Eastern Caps, thattled with corrupt
government agencies for three years now. Propdsalsinding that were submitted to
local and national government agencies, specificafit up for small farmers went
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bankrupt. Huge sums of money disappeared into
the pockets of administrators. This was a huge
blow. But, indomitable is the spirit of those who
are determined! Most members of Nkosinathi are
farming on their own, repairing old tractors,
erecting fences and finding water somewhere.
They are selling their products on local and
regional markets and are prevailing. There is
hope that new funding initiatives in parallel to
next year’s election will come their way, and they
are still meeting regularly as the Nkosinathi Coe@tive. | have traveled to Cala several
times to meet with them this year.

Sithabe African Crafts is going strong into its third year.
Balancing her responsibilities as a mother of alded son
and as a wife, Mathokoza Nhlapo, has created at snitdue

for her wup-market crafts products. In addition to
international retail, several big companies are iy
corporate gifts from Sithabe and the Mandela Fotioda
this year chose Sithabe garlands as the formal fgift
President Ellen Sirleaf — Johnson President of fdge
Mathokoza successfully markets through direct sales
channel partners, open house events and exhibdion
friends and restaurants in town. | still meet ragyl with
Mathokoza offering business mentoring support. Bhe a
team of marketing and business management supgortin
her. | look forward to a continued friendship with
Mathokoza.

Jozikids is doing well and growing into a profitable busiseBlease check their website
www.jozikids.co.zathis is a very unique service for parents, cleiiditeachers and many

others.

Early this year we started to work withR Associates

Two young Americans, Lindsay and Ryan attended
summer school at UCT and decided spontaneously to
stay and engage. They are deeply involved in
community development projects in Cape Town’'s
biggest township, Khayelitsha. L+R helped to create
two non-profit organizations that operate as soup
kitchens, feeding HIV infected members of the
community, in parallel they started a youth deveiept
program offering weekly counseling and group dialog
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sessions and taking young people on trips into Clapen, to heritage sites and into
nature as part of a ‘main street exposure progréeveral youngsters have been
encouraged to apply for college education and stiédiiheir applications.

Nala — Partners and especially our board membeelHaxrobs helped to set up the two
non profit organizations and helped to manage tlpgeéessionally. Hazel has raised
funds and in kind contributions and with the hefpyour donations from Germany and
the USA, we have been able to fund L+R’s entregueal projects and mentored the
team regularly on a weekly basis throughout the.year R Associates have been our
biggest new project this year. Lindsay and Ryapimessuch hope and possibility.

Mom Gobodo’'s story “My Life’ is an epic
account of 79 years of living gracefully througle th
most challenging times in South Africa. Together
with her husband she built a range of small
businesses first in the township of Langa, Cape
Town and later in the homeland of Transkei (now
Eastern Cape). We hope that she will share heer lif
story, captured in her book with young people,
especially young African women so that they too
can dream and dare and draw on Mom Gobodo as amobiel of love, courage,
humanity and moral rectitude. We thank our donans dllowing us to support this
project which will be completed at the end of tleary

The German Connection

There are many connections between
Germany and South Africa in our work. In
her book, Mom Gobodo refers to being
taught as a young child by German sisters
in a German Missionary and studying at
their nursing school for her degree. We
both recently visited Mom Gobodo’s roots
in a small village in Kwa Zulu Natal where
she was born. There we met German
sisters who have re-built the Maria
Ratschitz Mission over the past 10 years
into a wonderful sanctuary. This is a quote fromthmgnk you letter to them:

‘The experience of meeting you (sister Isentrabd, leader), sister Marlinde and the
other sisters and learning first hand about the remaus work you have done to rebuild
Maria Ratschitz and experiencing your indomitalp&is of love felt like stepping into a
space of unparalleled grace and hope. We were Hetply moved by the experience.
For me personally it was also a very touching testiy of the strength, intelligence and
courage of (German) women in the most capable waying a very successful
‘business’.
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You already know that Julia, from the Sisters ofi¢d has German roots.

Jozikid’s founder Merle Dietrich has a German catioa too. Her
husband Johannes is a well known journalist cogeBiouthern Africa for
Die Frankfurter Rundschau and a range of estalliSSeman magazines.
They adopted two African children some years agh ae a wonderful
symbol of intercultural connections and inspiration

| have been a board member of EDUCO
Africa for the past three years. EDUCO Africa
is a non profit organization that aims to raise
the quality of life of people and communities
in South Africa. Their flagship program is
leadership development training in the
wilderness of the Cederberg Mountains. The
general manager Wiebke is German and like
me, she came on a visit and stayed. If you plan
to visit SA spend time with EDUCO and the
young people they serve on a wilderness
learning course in the mountains. It is a spectatubeautiful experience of nature and
the human spirit.

My work with the Holocaust Center here in Cape Tpwhich started mid year, is yet
another example of building intercultural bridgestvieen Germany and South Africa.
Life story telling and dialogue are a powerful wafytouching difficult subjects. Sharing
family stories, asking questions unpacking denidbreaking the silence generates relief
and positive life energy is released to establisammgful dialogue and connections.

Last week, | talked with forty young German studert was so uplifting to find them
open, interested and asking many meaningful questiS8ome said that it was the first
time they acknowledged their German history in thelves.

There are so many positive stories and there immgoh good news all around us. It
depends where one looks and how. So, onward

we go on our journey of building intercultural

bridges and facilitating intercultural

connections. | hope to continue our dialogue

with you as well.
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